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Making Religion, Making the State combines cutting-edge perspectives on
religion with rich empirical data to offer a challenging new argument about the
politics of religion in modern China. The volume goes beyond extant portrayals
of the opposition of state and religion to emphasize their mutual constitution. It
examines how the modern category of "religion" is enacted and implemented in
specific locales and contexts by a variety of actors from the late nineteenth
century until the present. With chapters written by experts on Buddhism,
Protestantism, Catholicism, Daoism, Islam, and more, this volume will appeal
across the social sciences and humanities to those interested in politics, religion,
and modernity in China.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Everyone who works on Chinese religion will have to read this book." (Robert Weller Boston University)

"This is an outstanding and much-needed contribution to the social-scientific study of religion in the modern
PRC. The unifying theme is that religion occupies a certain 'space' in modern Chinese polity and society, and
that that space is in constant negotiation among a multitude of actors: the central state, local state authorities,
nationwide religious organizations, local religious organizations, individual religious institutions, and local
society. This is an advance over previous scholarship, which tended to pit an essentialized 'religion' against
an all-powerful 'state' in a two-way struggle in which the 'state' enjoyed the advantage." (Charles Jones The
Catholic University of America)

"Ashiwa and Wank argue that their institutional analysis of the 'space' of religious practice allows for a much
more dynamic and accurate understanding of the conditions of religious practice and communities. . . This
allows the chapters in this volume not just to show where there are conflicts between religious communities
and the state, but even more intriguingly where there are not. . . I suspect that implementing the dynamism of
the institutional field model that Ashiwa and Wank advocate might be a useful first step in shaping a much
more effective analysis of the religions of the minorities of China." (Thomas Bochert Religious Studies
Review)

"Making Religion, Making the State is an important contribution to the field of religious studies.... [It] is a
great collective work that will be helpful to all scholars interested in the evolving relations between religion
and the state." (Sebastien Billioud China Perspectives)

"Taken as a whole, Making Religion, Making the State successfully grapples with the roles played by
representatives of the state and members of religious movements in terms of shaping the formation of
modern Chinese religious culture. The papers presented in this volume highlight the striking diversity of
institutionalization processes during the modern era by presenting data on how these can vary according to
historical, political, economic, and ethnic factors. The authors also deserve credit for their interdisciplinary
approach to these issues, particularly in terms of completing detailed field studies based on extensive
interviewing." (Paul R. Katz)

"This book is highly recommended to scholars of both religious affairs and local developments and policies.
Furthermore, it provides plenty of avenues for research into local religious issues from a social science
perspective." (Thomas Heberer The China Journal)

"Making Religion, Making the State, seeks to explain the process of institutionalizing the modern concept of
religion in the state and in the religion. It combine cutting-edge perspectives on religion with rich empirical
data to offer a challenging new argument about the politics of religion in modern China." (Janet Carrol
Missiology)

"This well-documented and adequately referenced book should be compulsory reading material for students
of Chinese religion and politics or intellectuals interested in the sociology/anthropology of religion or
researchers in the field of comparative religion." (E. Van Laerhoven)



About the Author
Yoshiko Ashiwa is Professor of Anthropology and Global Studies, and Director of the Center for the Study
of Peace and Reconciliation, Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo. David L. Wank is Professor of Sociology and
Director of the Graduate Program in Global Studies, Sophia University, Tokyo.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Making Religion, Making the State: The Politics of Religion in Modern
China. Try to stumble through book Making Religion, Making the State: The Politics of Religion in Modern
China as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Gerard Williams:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is Making Religion, Making the State: The Politics of Religion in Modern China
this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Alyson Ward:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Making Religion, Making the State: The
Politics of Religion in Modern China or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Making Religion, Making the State: The Politics of
Religion in Modern China to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.



Carl Vang:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Making Religion, Making the State: The Politics of Religion in Modern China when you
essential it?
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