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Reexamining the Chicano civil rights movement of the 1960s and 1970s, In the
Spirit of a New People brings to light new insights about social activism in the
twentieth-century and new lessons for progressive politics in the twenty-first.
Randy J. Ontiveros explores the ways in which Chicano/a artists and activists
used fiction, poetry, visual arts, theater, and other expressive forms to forge a
common purpose and to challenge inequality in America.
 
Focusing on cultural politics, Ontiveros reveals neglected stories about the
Chicano movement and its impact: how writers used the street press to push back
against the network news; how visual artists such as Santa Barraza used painting,
installations, and mixed media to challenge racism in mainstream
environmentalism; how El Teatro Campesino’s innovative “actos,” or short
skits,sought to embody new, more inclusive forms of citizenship; and how
Sandra Cisneros and other Chicana novelists broadened the narrative of the
Chicano movement. In the Spirit of a New People articulates a fresh
understanding of how the Chicano movement contributed to the social and
political currents of postwar America, and how the movement remains
meaningful today.
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Reexamining the Chicano civil rights movement of the 1960s and 1970s, In the Spirit of a New People brings
to light new insights about social activism in the twentieth-century and new lessons for progressive politics
in the twenty-first. Randy J. Ontiveros explores the ways in which Chicano/a artists and activists used
fiction, poetry, visual arts, theater, and other expressive forms to forge a common purpose and to challenge
inequality in America.
 
Focusing on cultural politics, Ontiveros reveals neglected stories about the Chicano movement and its
impact: how writers used the street press to push back against the network news; how visual artists such as
Santa Barraza used painting, installations, and mixed media to challenge racism in mainstream
environmentalism; how El Teatro Campesino’s innovative “actos,” or short skits,sought to embody new,
more inclusive forms of citizenship; and how Sandra Cisneros and other Chicana novelists broadened the
narrative of the Chicano movement. In the Spirit of a New People articulates a fresh understanding of how
the Chicano movement contributed to the social and political currents of postwar America, and how the
movement remains meaningful today.
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Editorial Review

Review
“The book’s strengths lie in its reading of cultural texts, especially the visual work of Barraza; performances
of El Teatro Campesino; and the writing of Cisneros, Rodolfo ‘Corky’ Gonzales, Enriqueta Vasquez, and
others.  Analyses of these varied works offer compelling support for Ontiveros’s larger argument that at least
culturally the Chicano movement ‘didn’t die at all.’ Contextualized in a broader history that dates to the
Mexican Revolution of 1910, these examples provide persuasive evidence for the movement’s legacy
beyond just demographic and electoral politics.”-The Journal of American History

 “[…] In the Spirit of a New People succeeds in its argument for recuperating elements of Chicana/o cultural
nationalism from the 1960s and the 1970s as it was and continues to be embedded in Chicana/o art as a
framework and impetus for contemporary Chicana/o political action in the present.”-MELUS

"Elegantly demonstrates the Chicano movement's irrefutable influence on a politically astute and enduring
legacy of expressive culture. Randy J. Ontiveros persuasively argues that movimiento-inspired art and
literature offer a crucial dose of historical consciousness required for sustaining struggles for social justice. A
game-changing intervention in Chicano/a and American studies, Ontiveros’s book moves us beyond
reductionist claims and rehashed debates to reinvigorate Chicano movement scholarship." -Richard T.
Rodriguez,author of Next of Kin: The Family in Chicano/a Cultural Politics

"In the Spirit of a New People provides a thoughtful analysis of how the Chicano movement—and social
justice struggles more generally—can influence politics and culture."-The Journal of American History

About the Author

Randy J. Ontiveros is Associate Professor of English and an affiliate in U.S. Latina/o Studies and Women’s
Studies at the University of Maryland, College Park.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virginia Smith:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that In the Spirit of a New People: The Cultural
Politics of the Chicano Movement book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.



Brenda Carey:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of In the Spirit of a New People: The Cultural
Politics of the Chicano Movement can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you
have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have In the Spirit of a New
People: The Cultural Politics of the Chicano Movement.

Lauren Smith:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication In the Spirit of a New People: The Cultural Politics of the Chicano
Movement was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you wanted.

Joy Rodriguez:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book In the Spirit of a New People: The Cultural
Politics of the Chicano Movement to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and
study it. Beside that the book In the Spirit of a New People: The Cultural Politics of the Chicano Movement
can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
their time.
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