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Climate change, financial crises, and other issues of global scale no longer
concern only the developed world. The binding power of globalization has placed
these challenges at the doorstep of almost every country, testing the evolutionary
capacity of monolithic governance systems bound by institutional legacy and
administrative stagnation. This book locates the concept of adaptive governance,
used primarily in environmental management, within the context of economic
policy. Introducing flexible economic opportunism, it argues that a particular
style of institutional and administrative versatility enables innovative, evidence-
based policy development.

This book mines institutional economics, public administration, and research
theory and practice for complementary elements that can inform an emerging
governance paradigm based on flexible economic opportunism. Through an
eclectic suite of cases from the developing and developed worlds including Asia
and North America, this book reveals how patterns of institutional and
administrative change impact the efficacy of public policy. Flexibility may be
this century’s most critical dimension of global competitiveness, and systems
configured to quickly and comprehensively capture economic opportunities will
win the marketplace of development ideas. This book advances that discussion.
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Climate change, financial crises, and other issues of global scale no longer concern only the developed
world. The binding power of globalization has placed these challenges at the doorstep of almost every
country, testing the evolutionary capacity of monolithic governance systems bound by institutional legacy
and administrative stagnation. This book locates the concept of adaptive governance, used primarily in
environmental management, within the context of economic policy. Introducing flexible economic
opportunism, it argues that a particular style of institutional and administrative versatility enables innovative,
evidence-based policy development.

This book mines institutional economics, public administration, and research theory and practice for
complementary elements that can inform an emerging governance paradigm based on flexible economic
opportunism. Through an eclectic suite of cases from the developing and developed worlds including Asia
and North America, this book reveals how patterns of institutional and administrative change impact the
efficacy of public policy. Flexibility may be this century’s most critical dimension of global competitiveness,
and systems configured to quickly and comprehensively capture economic opportunities will win the
marketplace of development ideas. This book advances that discussion.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Kris Hartley is a Singapore-based researcher and consultant focusing on economic development, public
policy, and urbanization. With a decade of public and private sector experience, he has consulted on a variety
of topics including earthquake recovery, financial regulation, infrastructure asset management, and nuclear
energy policy. Working on solutions with high economic and social impact, Kris is currently conducting
research about urban revitalization and water resource management in Singapore and Hong Kong, provincial
governance and economic competitiveness in Vietnam, and industrial estate development in Thailand.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clara Reece:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Can Government Think?: Flexible economic
opportunism and the pursuit of global competitiveness was making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Can Government Think?:
Flexible economic opportunism and the pursuit of global competitiveness is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Can Government
Think?: Flexible economic opportunism and the pursuit of global competitiveness. You never truly feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Michael Walsh:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Can Government Think?: Flexible
economic opportunism and the pursuit of global competitiveness that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Can Government Think?:
Flexible economic opportunism and the pursuit of global competitiveness become your own personal starter.

Linda Hill:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as



compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be study. Can Government Think?: Flexible economic opportunism and the pursuit of global
competitiveness can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short free time
problems.

Scott Reisinger:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Can Government Think?: Flexible economic opportunism and the pursuit of global
competitiveness provide you with a new experience in reading a book.
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