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Of the many consequences advanced by the rise of the eugenics movement in the
early twentieth century, North Carolina forcibly sterilized more than 2,000
women and girls in between 1929 and 1950. This extreme measure reflects how
pseudoscience justified widespread gender, race, and class discrimination in the
Jim Crow South. In Bad Girls at Samarcand Karin L. Zipf dissects a dark episode
in North Carolina's eugenics campaign through a detailed study of the State
Home and Industrial School in Eagle Springs, referred to as Samarcand Manor,
and the school's infamous 1931 arson case. The people and events surrounding
both the institution and the court case sparked a public debate about the
expectations of white womanhood, the nature of contemporary science and
medicine, and the role of the juvenile justice system that resonated throughout
the succeeding decades. Designed to reform and educate unwed poor white girls
who were suspected of deviant behavior or victims of sexual abuse, Samarcand
Manor allowed for strict disciplinary measures -- including corporal punishment
-- in an attempt to instill Victorian ideals of female purity. The harsh treatment
fostered a hostile environment and tensions boiled over when several girls set
Samarcand on fire, destroying two residence halls. Zipf argues that the
subsequent arson trial, which carried the possibility of the death penalty,
represented an important turning point in the public characterizations of poor
white women; aided by the lobbying efforts of eugenics advocates, the trial
helped usher in dramatic policy changes, including the forced sterilization of
female juvenile delinquents. In addition to the interplay between gender ideals
and the eugenics movement, Zipf also investigates the girls who were housed at
Samarcand and those specifically charged in the 1931 trial. She explores their
negotiation of Jazz Age stereotypes, their strategies of resistance, and their
relationship with defense attorney Nell Battle Lewis during the trial. The
resultant policy changes -- intelligence testing, sterilization, and parole -- are also
explored, providing further insight into why these young women preferred prison
to reformatories.

A fascinating story that grapples with gender bias, sexuality, science, and the
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justice system all within the context of the Great Depression--era South, Bad
Girls at Samarcand makes a compelling contribution to multiple fields of study.
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North Carolina forcibly sterilized more than 2,000 women and girls in between 1929 and 1950. This extreme
measure reflects how pseudoscience justified widespread gender, race, and class discrimination in the Jim
Crow South. In Bad Girls at Samarcand Karin L. Zipf dissects a dark episode in North Carolina's eugenics
campaign through a detailed study of the State Home and Industrial School in Eagle Springs, referred to as
Samarcand Manor, and the school's infamous 1931 arson case. The people and events surrounding both the
institution and the court case sparked a public debate about the expectations of white womanhood, the nature
of contemporary science and medicine, and the role of the juvenile justice system that resonated throughout
the succeeding decades. Designed to reform and educate unwed poor white girls who were suspected of
deviant behavior or victims of sexual abuse, Samarcand Manor allowed for strict disciplinary measures --
including corporal punishment -- in an attempt to instill Victorian ideals of female purity. The harsh
treatment fostered a hostile environment and tensions boiled over when several girls set Samarcand on fire,
destroying two residence halls. Zipf argues that the subsequent arson trial, which carried the possibility of
the death penalty, represented an important turning point in the public characterizations of poor white
women; aided by the lobbying efforts of eugenics advocates, the trial helped usher in dramatic policy
changes, including the forced sterilization of female juvenile delinquents. In addition to the interplay
between gender ideals and the eugenics movement, Zipf also investigates the girls who were housed at
Samarcand and those specifically charged in the 1931 trial. She explores their negotiation of Jazz Age
stereotypes, their strategies of resistance, and their relationship with defense attorney Nell Battle Lewis
during the trial. The resultant policy changes -- intelligence testing, sterilization, and parole -- are also
explored, providing further insight into why these young women preferred prison to reformatories.

A fascinating story that grapples with gender bias, sexuality, science, and the justice system all within the
context of the Great Depression--era South, Bad Girls at Samarcand makes a compelling contribution to
multiple fields of study.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Karin L. Zipf is associate professor of history at East Carolina University and author of Labor of Innocents:
Forced Apprenticeship in North Carolina, 1715--1919.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mora Miller:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and
Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Phillip Permenter:

You can get this Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

James Barclay:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Bad Girls at
Samarcand: Sexuality and Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory.



Catharine Rosol:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and
Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and
Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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