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In this original and compelling book, Jeffrey P. Bishop, a philosopher, ethicist,
and physician, argues that something has gone sadly amiss in the care of the
dying by contemporary medicine and in our social and political views of death,
as shaped by our scientific successes and ongoing debates about euthanasia and
the “right to die”—or to live. The Anticipatory Corpse: Medicine, Power, and the
Care of the Dying, informed by Foucault’s genealogy of medicine and power as
well as by a thorough grasp of current medical practices and medical ethics,
argues that a view of people as machines in motion—people as, in effect,
temporarily animated corpses with interchangeable parts—has become
epistemologically normative for medicine. The dead body is subtly anticipated in
our practices of exercising control over the suffering person, whether through
technological mastery in the intensive care unit or through the impersonal, quasi-
scientific assessments of psychological and spiritual “medicine.” The result is a
kind of nihilistic attitude toward the dying, and troubling contradictions and
absurdities in our practices. Wide-ranging in its examples, from organ donation
rules in the United States, to ICU medicine, to “spiritual surveys,” to presidential
bioethics commissions attempting to define death, and to high-profile cases such
as Terri Schiavo’s, The Anticipatory Corpse explores the historical, political, and
philosophical underpinnings of our care of the dying and, finally, the possibilities
of change. This book is a ground-breaking work in bioethics. It will provoke
thought and argument for all those engaged in medicine, philosophy, theology,
and health policy.
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something has gone sadly amiss in the care of the dying by contemporary medicine and in our social and
political views of death, as shaped by our scientific successes and ongoing debates about euthanasia and the
“right to die”—or to live. The Anticipatory Corpse: Medicine, Power, and the Care of the Dying, informed
by Foucault’s genealogy of medicine and power as well as by a thorough grasp of current medical practices
and medical ethics, argues that a view of people as machines in motion—people as, in effect, temporarily
animated corpses with interchangeable parts—has become epistemologically normative for medicine. The
dead body is subtly anticipated in our practices of exercising control over the suffering person, whether
through technological mastery in the intensive care unit or through the impersonal, quasi-scientific
assessments of psychological and spiritual “medicine.” The result is a kind of nihilistic attitude toward the
dying, and troubling contradictions and absurdities in our practices. Wide-ranging in its examples, from
organ donation rules in the United States, to ICU medicine, to “spiritual surveys,” to presidential bioethics
commissions attempting to define death, and to high-profile cases such as Terri Schiavo’s, The Anticipatory
Corpse explores the historical, political, and philosophical underpinnings of our care of the dying and,
finally, the possibilities of change. This book is a ground-breaking work in bioethics. It will provoke thought
and argument for all those engaged in medicine, philosophy, theology, and health policy.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jeffrey P. Bishop is Tenet Endowed Chair in Health Care Ethics and director of the Albert Gnaegi Center
for Health Care Ethics at Saint Louis University. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the publication entitled Anticipatory Corpse, The: Medicine, Power, and the Care of the Dying (Notre
Dame Studies in Medical Ethics). Try to the actual book Anticipatory Corpse, The: Medicine, Power, and the
Care of the Dying (Notre Dame Studies in Medical Ethics) as your friend. It means that it can being your
friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Robert Arnett:

The book Anticipatory Corpse, The: Medicine, Power, and the Care of the Dying (Notre Dame Studies in
Medical Ethics) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we
leave the best thing like a book Anticipatory Corpse, The: Medicine, Power, and the Care of the Dying
(Notre Dame Studies in Medical Ethics)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Anticipatory Corpse, The: Medicine, Power, and the Care of the Dying (Notre Dame Studies in
Medical Ethics) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Christine Emmons:

Typically the book Anticipatory Corpse, The: Medicine, Power, and the Care of the Dying (Notre Dame
Studies in Medical Ethics) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you.
The book Anticipatory Corpse, The: Medicine, Power, and the Care of the Dying (Notre Dame Studies in
Medical Ethics) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.



Joyce Martinez:

The actual book Anticipatory Corpse, The: Medicine, Power, and the Care of the Dying (Notre Dame Studies
in Medical Ethics) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.
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