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Current foreign aid programs are failing because they are based upon flawed
assumptions about how countries develop. They attempt to achieve development
without first achieving good governance and security, which are essential
prerequisites for sustainable development. In focusing on the poorer members of
society, they neglect the elites upon whose leadership the quality of governance
and security depends. By downplaying the relevance of cultural factors to
development, they avoid altering cultural characteristics that account for most of
the weaknesses of elites in poor nations. Drawing on a wealth of examples from
around the world, the author shows that foreign aid can be made much more
effective by focusing it on human capital development. Training, education, and
other forms of assistance can confer both skills and cultural attributes on current
and future leaders, especially those responsible for security and governance.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Mark Moyar has written a compelling critique of the prevailing practices and underlying logic of the
development community and its approach to foreign aid. He draws upon an impressive intellectual lineage in
his broader arguments about the importance of culture and civilization. He is especially critical of the
Annales School of Braudel and its adherents. In doing so, Moyar argues that the predominant emphasis on
development itself, including policies and infrastructure, is largely misplaced and that the building of human
capital, including training of elites, effective governance, and the provision of a stable security environment,
constitutes an essential sine qua non for progress in the developing world."
Robert J. Lieber, Georgetown University

"Mark Moyar's brilliantly argued and thoroughly researched new book is a fine contribution to the debate
over more effective development theory and practice. He writes as a pro-aid conservative unfettered by the
heavy ideological baggage of the egalitarian left which has for too long dominated (and distorted) the debate
on aid reform. Aid for Elites should be added to the reading list of all development professionals."
Andrew S. Natsios, George H. W. Bush School of Government and Public Service, Texas A & M University

About the Author
Mark Moyar is the author of numerous books and articles on national security and capacity building,
including Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954-1965 and A Question of Command:
Counterinsurgency from the Civil War to Iraq. He has been a professor at the US Marine Corps University,
where he held the Kim T. Adamson Chair of Insurgency and Terrorism, and, most recently, at the Joint
Special Operations University. A frequent visitor to foreign conflict zones, he has served as a consultant to
the senior leadership of several US military commands.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare time
to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do?
Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because just their can do
that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific Aid for Elites: Building Partner Nations and Ending Poverty
through Human Capital to read.

Lisa Jennings:

The ability that you get from Aid for Elites: Building Partner Nations and Ending Poverty through Human
Capital could be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Aid for Elites: Building



Partner Nations and Ending Poverty through Human Capital giving you joy feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this specific Aid for Elites: Building Partner Nations and Ending Poverty through
Human Capital instantly.

Kristin Walker:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Aid for Elites: Building Partner Nations and Ending Poverty through Human Capital.

Gerald Chisholm:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Aid for Elites: Building Partner Nations
and Ending Poverty through Human Capital can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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