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The Grey Album, the first work of prose by the brilliant poet Kevin Young,
winner of the Graywolf Press Nonfiction Prize

Taking its title from Danger Mouse's pioneering mashup of Jay-Z's The Black
Album and the Beatles' The White Album, Kevin Young's encyclopedic book
combines essay, cultural criticism, and lyrical choruses to illustrate the African
American tradition of lying?storytelling, telling tales, fibbing, improvising,
"jazzing." What emerges is a persuasive argument for the many ways that
African American culture is American culture, and for the centrality of art?and
artfulness?to our daily life. Moving from gospel to soul, funk to freestyle, Young
sifts through the shadows, the bootleg, the remix, the grey areas of our history,
literature, and music.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In his new work of literary and cultural criticism, The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness, the
accomplished poet Kevin Young unearths, orchestrates, improvises and imagines lies and more lies--in short,
American history. . . . Who is the liar, who the thief, who is telling whose history, and who is keeping score?
Young forces us to contemplate who controls the music.” ?David Shields, The New York Times Book Review,
Editor's Choice

“Equal parts blues shout, church sermon, interpretive dance, TED talk, lit-crit manifesto and mixtape, the
poet Kevin Young's first nonfiction book, The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness, is an ambitious
blast of fact and feeling, a nervy piece of performance art. . . . [Young] makes a series of sly arguments for
black art's centrality in American culture writ large.” ?New York Times

“In his first prose book, an expansive and radiantly interpretive exploration of 'black creativity,' [Kevin
Young] proves to be an exceptionally fluent, evocative, deep-diving, and bracing critic. . . . Young reads,
listens, and observes with acute, questing attention, following 'underground railroads of meaning' and tracing
artistic lineages and bursts of fresh invention. As intricate and ingenious as his critiques are, Young is
confiding, poignant, appreciative, witty, and poetic.” ?Booklist (starred review)

“[An] elegant and informative study. . . . Young moves through slave narratives and spirituals and beatniks
and funk in a multifaceted yet coherent work comprising history, analysis, and theory. Young offers fresh,
incisive assessments of myriad writers and musicians, performers all of the storytelling and counterfeiting
conventions and traditions.” ?Publishers Weekly

“The pleasures in The Grey Album . . . are not just those of learning erudite details of black American
history, but also those of hearing the impassioned impressions of a poet diving deep into his own personal
history. Young entertains as much as he teaches and broadens our understanding of the unifying threads of
America's unique cultural traditions.” ?Shelf Awareness

“The mind of poet Kevin Young's career has shimmered with the breadth of African-American culture, a
place to explore, to dig deep and find riches to condense, jewels to polish. . . . Young's subjects range from
W.E.B. DuBois to Notorious B.I.G. to Sojourner Truth to James Baldwin to James Brown to Colson
Whitehead to Alice Walker to Wu-Tang Clan to Louis Armstrong. [On] any given page of The Grey Album. .
. . Young draws together these disparate artists in the common tradition and form of storying.” ?Creative
Loafing Atlanta

“This is a narrative of surprises--a book of secrets, too, though many of those secrets, as we discover, are
cunningly hidden in plain sight (or in plain speech). The Grey Album investigates, even as it also performs,
an American covert history--the stories behind any official or familiar story--as well as some emblematic
escapes from and into American history. Veering across many vernaculars, from literature into music, theory
into autobiography, Kevin Young writes cultural criticism of the most audacious, skillful, and ultimately
touching sort.” ?Robert Polito, judge's statement for the Graywolf Nonfiction Prize

“Kevin Young's The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness is a page-turning dynamo. Here's a surge
that nudges the reader into a bluesy terrain; its panoramic wit and critical certainty cut through the hokum
and reveal a timbre of endurance. The Grey Album resonates like a spasm band, generating waves of intimate



discourse on black music, literature, entertainment, culture, folklore, and American history. The collection of
essays is propelled by a kinetic passion that's heroic, tessellating on the page into its postmodern shape. This
poet-critic has created an unforgettable, robust trove of insights and lyrical gestures for us to query and
embrace.” ?Yusef Komunyakaa

“This work is significant for smart readers.” ?Barbara Hoffert, Prepub Alert, Library Journal

About the Author

Kevin Young is the author of seven collections of poetry, including Ardency and Jelly Roll: A Blues, a
finalist for the National Book Award. He is a curator and the Atticus Haygood Professor at Emory
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pearlie Henry:

This book untitled The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Derek Winter:

The publication untitled The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness is the book that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language
that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when
write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get
the e-book of The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Richard Vedder:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now
let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare
time activity?



Merlin Doyle:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up.
The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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