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This story was originally published in Day One, a weekly literary journal
dedicated to short fiction and poetry from emerging writers.

Compared to their Filipino countrymen, Margot’s family is vastly wealthy. But
although money can protect them from the city of Baguio’s poverty, it can’t
prevent their private lives from falling apart.

When her beloved father runs off with the family maid, ten-year-old Margot is
heartbroken and confused. Her mother, meanwhile, seems only concerned with
the fact that her husband left her for a lowly servant. To deal with her
humiliation, she falls in with a group of New Age American expats, who lecture
her and her daughter about “returning to their roots” while simultaneously
sponging off their wealth. Soon, this passive-aggressive cultural shaming
combined with her mother’s self-centeredness begin to take their toll on Margot.

Honest and insightful, Playing with Dolls speaks to an all too common coming-
of-age story, in which a lonely child must manage the fragile emotions of the
adults around her.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Monica Macansantos was born and raised in the Philippines and spent her early childhood in Newark,
Delaware. She was a James A. Michener fellow at the University of Texas at Austin, where she earned her
MFA in writing. Her work has appeared in the Masters Review, Thin Noon, Five Quarterly, the Fictioneer,
Shirley Magazine, Tayo Literary Magazine, and other publications. She has been awarded residencies at
Hedgebrook and at the Kimmel Harding Nelson Center for the Arts, and she is currently a PhD student in
creative writing at Victoria University of Wellington’s International Institute of Modern Letters in New
Zealand.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Playing with Dolls (A Short Story) (Kindle Single).

Edward Olivieri:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is Playing with Dolls (A Short Story) (Kindle Single).

Wendy Miller:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education



books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Playing with Dolls (A Short Story) (Kindle Single) will give you a new
experience in examining a book.

Wilson Gonzalez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Playing with Dolls (A Short
Story) (Kindle Single) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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