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Winner of the Prix Goncourt

In this strange, elegant novel, winner of France's premier literary prize, Patrick
Modiano portrays a man in pursuit of the identity he lost in the murky days of the
Paris Occupation, the black hole of French memory.

For ten years Guy Roland has lived without a past. His current life and name
were given to him by his recently retired boss, Hutte, who welcomed him, a
onetime client, into his detective agency. Guy makes full use of Hutte's files -
directories, yearbooks, and papers of all kinds going back half a century - but his
leads are few. Could he really be the person in that photograph, a young man
remembered by some as a South American attachÃ©? Or was he someone else,
perhaps the disappeared scion of a prominent local family? He interviews
strangers and is tantalized by half-clues until, at last, he grasps a thread that leads
him through the maze of his own repressed experience.

On one level Missing Person is a detective thriller, a 1950s film noir mix of
smoky cafÃ©s, illegal passports, and insubstantial figures crossing bridges in the
fog. On another level, it is also a haunting meditation on the nature of the self.
Modiano's sparce, hypnotic prose, superbly translated by Daniel Weissbort,
draws his readers into the intoxication of a rare literary experience. (Verba
Mundi)
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Twenty-seven years after its original French publication won the Prix Goncourt, this elliptical, engrossing
rumination on the essence of identity and the search for self finally enjoys its first U.S. edition (which uses
Weissbort's smooth 1980 English translation). Set in postwar Paris, it follows an amnesiac now known as
Guy Roland, employed for the past decade by a kindly private investigator. When the PI retires, Roland sets
out to lift the veil on his past. As he ably conducts this most personal of investigations, Roland begins to
suspect that he may have employed multiple identities, leading a mysteriously compartmentalized existence.
He may even have been fleeing the German occupation when his memory was wiped away. Roland's
explorations bring home his mentor's observation that we all live in a world where "the sand keeps the traces
of our footsteps only a few moments." Even as it opens the door to new mysteries, the enigmatic ending
underscores the human drive to preserve those footsteps for as long as we draw breath. Frank Sennett
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
Delicate and cunning . . . Modiano's method is to sidle up to subjects of mystery and horror, indicating them
without broaching them, as if gingerly fingering the outside of a poison bottle. . . He opens dark doors into
the past out of a sunlit present. --John Sturrock, Times Literary Supplement

'The best place to fling oneself into Mr. Modiano's oeuvre.' --New York Times

About the Author
Patrick Modiano is a bestselling novelist and the winner of some of the most prestigious literary awards in
France, including the Prix Goncourt and the Prix Mondial Cino Del Duca for lifetime achievement. In 2014
he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature for ''the art of memory with which he has evoked the most
ungraspable human destinies and uncovered the life-world of the occupation.''

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Holly Hughes:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Missing Person
(Verba Mundi) (Verba Mundi Book) to read.

Kevin Shepherd:

The reserve untitled Missing Person (Verba Mundi) (Verba Mundi Book) is the reserve that recommended to

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when
write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Missing Person (Verba Mundi) (Verba Mundi Book) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.

Santos Ball:

Missing Person (Verba Mundi) (Verba Mundi Book) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Missing Person
(Verba Mundi) (Verba Mundi Book) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Patrick Bergeron:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Missing Person (Verba Mundi)
(Verba Mundi Book) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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