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World literature advocates have promised to move humanistic study beyond
postcolonial theory and antiquated paradigms of national literary traditions.
Aamir Mufti scrutinizes these claims and critiques the continuing dominance of
English as both a literary language and the undisputed cultural system of global
capitalism.
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Editorial Review

Review
Mufti’s historical perspective and insightful analyses of India’s anglophone novel generate constant echoes
with the realities of anglophone writings in other cultures. (Eva Shan Chou Times Higher Education 2016-
02-25)

A must read for anyone who is considering and exploring the idea of world literature. (Orhan Pamuk, winner
of the Nobel Prize in Literature and author of The Naive and Sentimental Novelist)

An intelligently written, fascinating book about a theme of great importance to all scholars of language and
literature. (Nuruddin Farah, winner of the Neustadt International Prize for Literature and author of Maps)

Aamir Mufti brilliantly elaborates Edward Said’s critical itinerary to confront the contrapuntal and
contradictory nature of neo-liberal capitalism while questioning the disciplinary claims of world literature.
Forget English! is a bracing riposte to the frothy fellowship of cultural globalistas who believe that ‘the earth
is flat’ and take the ubiquitous access to Starbucks as a sign of global prosperity and well-being. I warmly
recommend Forget English! for its critical insight and its political commitment. (Homi Bhabha, author of
The Location of Culture)

Written with Aamir Mufti’s distinctive blend of rigor and clarity, Forget English! discusses the politics of
world literature from the perspective of the rise of English as a global language?or global English as a mode
of imperialism by other means. This is a vital contribution at the intersection of postcolonial, comparative,
and world literary studies. (David Damrosch, author of We Scholars: Changing the Culture of the University)

Forget English! is a book that won’t allow us to forget that the globalized humanities curriculum?dispatched
from Euro-America to the world at large in the guise of a user-friendly World Literature?affords a highly
problematic example of what Aamir Mufti calls ‘one-world thinking.’ (Emily Apter, author of Against World
Literature: On the Politics of Untranslatability)

Mufti’s book is in one sense a quarrel with Salman Rushdie’s overly enthusiastic celebration of English-
language ‘postcolonial’ South Asian literature, but more important, the book extends, qualifies, and enriches
Edward Said’s work on Orientalism, demonstrating that despite its promise, world literature does not
eliminate the dominant role of the Anglophone book market in shaping South Asian literature. Nested within
this persuasive argument is a rich commentary on major topics ranging from translation and unfaithful
fidelity to philologist Erich Auerbach, Kashmiri poet Agha Shahid Ali, novelist Tayeb Salih (who wrote in
Arabic), and a dozen others. Mufti’s book is both accessible and theoretically informed. (K. Tölölyan
Choice)

About the Author
Aamir R. Mufti is Professor of Comparative Literature at the University of California, Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Thomas Carroll:

The reserve untitled Forget English!: Orientalisms and World Literature is the guide that recommended to
you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Forget English!: Orientalisms and World Literature from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Patrick Richards:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Forget English!: Orientalisms
and World Literature that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Forget English!: Orientalisms and World
Literature become your own starter.

David Mathews:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Forget English!: Orientalisms and World Literature was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Terry Buehler:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Forget English!: Orientalisms and World Literature when you desired it?
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