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Countless studies demonstrate that students with parents actively involved in
their education at home and school are more likely to earn higher grades and test
scores, enroll in higher-level programs, graduate from high school, and go on to
post-secondary education. Beyond the Bake Sale shows how to form these
essential partnerships and how to make them work.

Packed with tips from principals and teachers, checklists, and an invaluable
resource section, Beyond the Bake Sale reveals how to build strong collaborative
relationships and offers practical advice for improving interactions between
parents and teachers, from insuring that PTA groups are constructive and
inclusive to navigating the complex issues surrounding diversity in the
classroom.

Written with candor, clarity, and humor, Beyond the Bake Sale is essential
reading for teachers, parents on the front lines in public schools, and
administrators and policy makers at all levels.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Beyond the Bake Sale provides compelling, practical ways to collaborate in building the partnerships
necessary to create a culture of learning and achievement. It will become the seminal reference for school
districts and schools that are serious about family and community engagement."
—Thomas W. Payzant, Senior Lecturer on Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education

"Beyond the Bake Sale emphatically reminds us that the missing ingredient in closing the gaps in
achievement is heaping measures of community and family involvement. In this one-of-a-kind book, even
the most savvy experts will find novel advice and useful tools, surveys, sample school policies, checklists,
and strategies."
—Wendy D. Puriefoy, president, Public Education Network, Washington, D.C.

"This outstanding resource recognizes and builds upon assets that parents and communities bring in creating
partnerships for children’s school success—rich in examples that help schools acknowledge the cultural
strengths of families, and their important contribution to teaching and learning."
—Dr. Rosana G. Rodriguez, Director of Community and Public Engagement, Intercultural Development
Research Association, Austin, Texas
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Chapter 1

Introduction
Why Bother to Read This Book?

In this book, we argue that partnerships among schools, families, and
community groups are not a luxury—they are a necessity. In passing the
No Child Left Behind law, Congress and the president made a promise to
our children that all will have an equal opportunity to get a high-quality
education and master high academic standards. That means all our children—no matter what language they
speak, how much their families earn,
what disabilities they may have, what God they worship (if any), or what
holidays they celebrate.

Quality public education may be national and state policy, but it is not



yet a civil right. There remain tremendous disparities in funding, facilities,
and instructional resources across our sixteen thousand school districts,
and this inequity underlies the poor outcomes that the law attempts
to address. Consequently, our public schools need all the help they can
get—from parents, family members, community residents, local organizations,
and anyone else whom we can engage in children’s learning.
Demands for reform continue to mount. Federal and state action has
produced a strong move toward higher standards of achievement, increased
testing, and accountability to the public for results. There is considerable
backlash, however, especially against using high-stakes standardized tests
to hold schools liable for poor performance and to prevent students with
low scores from graduating.

While some see progress, many corporate and foundation leaders are
impatient with the pace of change. Educators and policy makers are arguing
over whether funding is adequate to meet all the new federal mandates.
Public support appears to be growing for vouchers and competition
from the private sector as the main tools for reform. We think that parents
and community members, working as partners with educators, can accomplish
change within the public sector—but this will take a new model of
working together, one that goes way beyond the bake sale.
There are five reasons why you should read this book.

1. Partnership and student academic achievement are
closely linked. Many years of research show that involving families
and the community contributes to children’s academic and social
success.

The evidence is consistent, positive, and convincing: families have
a major influence on their children’s achievement. When schools,
families, and community groups work together to support learning,
children tend to do better in school, stay in school longer, and like
school more.

This statement summarizes the conclusion of A New Wave of Evidence:
The Impact of School, Family and Community Connections on Student
Achievement, the most recent and comprehensive review of the research.
Here are some key findings:

Students whose families are involved in their learning earn better
grades, enroll in higher-level programs, have higher graduation
rates, and are more likely to enroll in post-secondary
education.
When families take an active interest in what they’re learning,
students display more positive attitudes toward school and
behave better both in and out of school.
Children do best if parents can play a variety of roles in their
learning: helping at home, volunteering at school, planning
their children’s future, and taking part in key decisions about



the school program.
Middle and high school students whose families remain involved
in these ways make better transitions, maintain the quality of
their work, develop realistic plans for the future, and are less
likely to drop out.
Children from diverse cultural backgrounds tend to do better
when families and school staff join forces to bridge the gap
between home and school cultures.

From early childhood through high school, families make key contributions
to student learning. School improvement programs are much more
effective when schools enlist families in the process. Regardless of income
level or education background, all families can—and do—support their
children’s success.

When parents become involved at school, they tend to become more
active in the community. Well-planned family learning and support activities
tend to increase self-confidence, so parents and family members go
on to pursue a high school diploma, additional job training, and higher
education. Knowledge is power. Well-informed parents can be more effective
and productive partners.

The more the relationship between families and the school is a real
partnership, the more student achievement increases. When schools
engage families in ways that are linked to improving learning, students
make greater gains. When families are engaged in positive ways, rather
than labeled as problems, schools can be transformed from places where
only certain students prosper to ones where all children do well.

Community groups make important contributions, too. One key difference
between high- and low-achieving children is how (and with whom)
they spend their time outside school. Community groups offer important
resources for students and families, and schools can provide a critical link
to these resources.

Be warned: positive results are not automatic. They are more likely to
be achieved when school, family, and community partnership programs
are well planned and carefully executed. How to do this is what this book
is all about.

2. Partnerships help build and sustain public support for
the schools. In this era of market-driven education reforms, including
vouchers and charter schools, public schools are seeking increased support.
The traditional approach is public relations. We think that three
other partnership strategies offer more direct benefits, both to schools and
to the community:

1.Conducting active programs to engage the public, including0.
parents and families



2. Working with community organizations to help students and
families and to improve educational quality
3. Promoting greater citizen participation in our democracy

Schools that embrace the partnership idea in practice enjoy higher levels
of respect and trust in the community, as well as among school staff
and families. Partnership schools tend to have better teacher morale and
higher ratings of teachers by families. They also have more support from
families, better reputations in the community, and more success at implementing
school reform initiatives.

Collaborative approaches can contribute to strengthening the human,
social, and economic foundation of neighborhoods. One goal of school community
initiatives is to develop a neighborhood’s ability to identify
its own issues and marshal sufficient resources to solve problems. This
kind of community capacity can help not only to improve the safety and
economic vitality of neighborhoods but also, as it evolves, to improve the
quality of teaching and learning in the schools.

Community agencies and institutions benefit, too. When they collaborate
with schools, they can reach more easily the people they want
to serve and gain access to school services and expertise. In the process,
they can increase public support for their work—and even save money by
eliminating overlapping services.

Families are more stable and healthy if they can meet basic needs for
housing, food, transportation, and employment. When schools team up
with community organizations, families can gain access to a range of
social services. Then they are in a better position to take advantage of
other opportunities, such as counseling, additional education, and job
training. Many studies have documented the resulting benefits for families
and children, including:

Increased knowledge of child development
Greater confidence in their role as their child’s first teacher
More frequent attendance at school meetings and a stronger
sense of responsibility for children’s schooling
Improved literacy and other skills
Better communication with schools and teachers

3. Families and the community can help schools overcome
the challenges they face. The challenges for America’s public
schools are great and growing, and many schools are making heroic efforts
to address them. Serious gaps in achievement persist between more affluent
children and those from low-income families. New waves of immigration
from Central America, Asia, Africa, and the Middle East are bringing
to many schools more children and families whose English is limited and
who are not familiar with our school system or society.



During the 1990s, between 14 million and 16 million people entered the
country, far more than in any decade in the nation’s history. This pace was
sustained during 2000–2004, with the foreign-born population increasing
by over 1 million per year. By 2000, immigrants represented one in nine of
all U.S. residents, and their children represented one in five of all children
under eighteen. While these children are at first concentrated in the great
gateway cities, they are rapidly dispersing across the country.

As poverty rates rise and manufacturing jobs decline, families and
communities face multiple economic and social problems. These have a
direct impact on the schools. For example, the number of highly mobile
families has increased. Of the more than 290 million people in the
United States, 43 million move each year. In many communities, the
shortage of affordable housing has put numerous families on the street.
Homelessness affects children’s health, their mental stability, and their
work in school.

The findings of a new, rigorous study on the actual dropout rate between
ninth and twelfth grades are summed up in its title: Losing Our Future:
How Minority Youth Are Being Left Behind by the Graduation Rate Crisis. In
predominantly black and Latino urban districts, high school graduation
rates are well under 50 percent. Where do the students who drop out go?
According to the National Center for Education Statistics, about half of
prison inmates are dropouts, and a high proportion of these have been in
special education programs.

Changing family patterns also present schools with challenges. For
example, the 2000 Census shows that over 4 million children are living
with grandparents, and that one-fourth of these grandparents have sole
responsibility for the children. Nearly half of low-income children, those
in the bottom 20 percent, live with only one parent, and nearly half move
every year.

These changes in society and the economy have spawned what the
media call the “culture wars.” Many communities are beset with sharp
debates about religious expression in schools (including prayer, religious
clubs, and how to teach evolution); appropriate treatment of gay, lesbian,
and transgendered students; and how to prevent bullying and sexual
harassment. School staff are coping with changes in traditional sexual
roles and values, and with cultural differences in food, dress, and music.
Language differences trigger debates on whether instruction for Englishlanguage
learners should be given in the home language or focus strictly
on English. Safety in and around schools is another pervasive challenge,
intensified by headline-grabbing incidents of violence.

There is wide disagreement about solutions to these controversies.
School leaders are in the uncomfortable position of having to mediate
the disputes and build a consensus about what to do. They know that
schools can address few, if any, of these challenges effectively by themselves.



Principals, teachers, and other staff already work long hours and
volunteer time during vacations to work with families and coordinate programs.
Common sense and years of experience suggest that a collaborative
approach is needed to define the problems, discuss productive approaches,
and design and implement possible solutions. Ideas and examples for how
to do this are presented throughout this book.

4. Teachers can benefit from parent and community
partnerships. Teachers say they want more support from parents and
are troubled by what they see as low parent involvement and poor student
behavior. Yet they are unsure about how to collaborate productively with
families. Many tend to be more comfortable with helping families to be
involved with their children at home than with engaging families in their
classrooms and school buildings.

School leaders can help teachers and their unions understand how partnership
approaches can be of direct benefit to them. Plans for partnerships
are often developed with little or no teacher input, and teachers are told,
“Just do it.” A top-down, management-driven approach confirms many
teachers’ perception that their views are often ignored. This can doom the
effort from the start. If, instead, teachers are involved in planning at the
outset, they can become powerful allies for expanding the connections
among schools, parents, and community members.

In addition, educators can learn a great deal from parents. Parents and other
family members bring knowledge and perspectives about their children, their
culture and values, and the strengths and problems of their communities.

5. The No Child Left Behind Act provides partnership
opportunities that can help schools meet the requirements of
the law. No Child Left Behind (NCLB) holds public schools accountable
to provide all students with a quality education, putting educators
under intense pressure. School officials who ignore the requirements of
this federal program are at considerable financial risk.

For example, families in a Title I school (Title I of NCLB provides
funding to schools serving concentrations of low-income children) may
transfer their children to a higher-performing school if the current school
does not make “adequate yearly progress” for two years in a row. Students
who do not transfer must be offered supplemental services, such as after-school
tutoring or classes in reading and math, paid for by the school
district.

It is wise to pay careful attention to the law’s obligations and opportunities
for parent involvement, for they can offer resources to make that
adequate yearly progress.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kara Corbett:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just their
can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this specific Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to
Family/school Partnerships to read.

Suzanne Jensen:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also
they write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One
of them is this Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family/school Partnerships.

Duncan Houghton:

This Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family/school Partnerships is great reserve for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can
state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family/school Partnerships in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Opal Moffett:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family/school



Partnerships when you desired it?

Download and Read Online Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential
Guide to Family/school Partnerships From Henderson, Anne T.
(EDT) #FJOR3ZCK2XW



Read Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family/school
Partnerships From Henderson, Anne T. (EDT) for online ebook

Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family/school Partnerships From Henderson, Anne T. (EDT)
Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to
Family/school Partnerships From Henderson, Anne T. (EDT) books to read online.

Online Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family/school Partnerships From
Henderson, Anne T. (EDT) ebook PDF download

Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family/school Partnerships From Henderson, Anne T.
(EDT) Doc

Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family/school Partnerships From Henderson, Anne T. (EDT) Mobipocket

Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family/school Partnerships From Henderson, Anne T. (EDT) EPub

FJOR3ZCK2XW: Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family/school Partnerships From Henderson, Anne T.
(EDT)


