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How is the look of a film achieved? In Art Direction and Production Design, six
outstanding scholars survey the careers of notable art directors, the influence of
specific design styles, the key roles played by particular studios and films in
shaping the field, the effect of technological changes on production design, and
the shifts in industrial modes of organization. 

The craft’s purpose is to produce an overall pictorial “vision” for films, and in
1924 a group of designers formed the Cinemagundi Club—their skills
encompassed set design, painting, decoration, construction, and budgeting. A few
years later, in recognition of their contributions to filmmaking, the first Academy
Awards for art direction were given, a clear indication of just how essential the
oversight of production design had become to the so-called majors. The original
essays presented in Art Direction and Production Design trace the trajectory
from Thomas Edison’s primitive studio, the Black Maria, to the growth of the
Hollywood “studio system,” to the influence of sound, to a discussion of the
“auteur theory,” and to contemporary Hollywood in which computer-generated
imagery has become common. By 2000, the Society of Motion Picture Art
Directors became the Art Directors Guild, emphasizing the significance of the
contributions of art direction and production design to filmmaking. 

Art Direction and Production Design is a volume in the Behind the Silver Screen
series—other titles in the series include Acting, Animation, Cinematography,
Directing, Editing and Special/Visual Effects, Producers, Screenwriting,
and Sound. 
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How is the look of a film achieved? In Art Direction and Production Design, six outstanding scholars survey
the careers of notable art directors, the influence of specific design styles, the key roles played by particular
studios and films in shaping the field, the effect of technological changes on production design, and the shifts
in industrial modes of organization. 

The craft’s purpose is to produce an overall pictorial “vision” for films, and in 1924 a group of designers
formed the Cinemagundi Club—their skills encompassed set design, painting, decoration, construction, and
budgeting. A few years later, in recognition of their contributions to filmmaking, the first Academy Awards
for art direction were given, a clear indication of just how essential the oversight of production design had
become to the so-called majors. The original essays presented in Art Direction and Production Design trace
the trajectory from Thomas Edison’s primitive studio, the Black Maria, to the growth of the Hollywood
“studio system,” to the influence of sound, to a discussion of the “auteur theory,” and to contemporary
Hollywood in which computer-generated imagery has become common. By 2000, the Society of Motion
Picture Art Directors became the Art Directors Guild, emphasizing the significance of the contributions of
art direction and production design to filmmaking. 

Art Direction and Production Design is a volume in the Behind the Silver Screen series—other titles in the
series include Acting, Animation, Cinematography, Directing, Editing and Special/Visual Effects, Producers,
Screenwriting, and Sound. 
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Editorial Review

Review

"This terrific book depicts the production design of movies so that it is actually 'seeable.' Always reflecting
the enormous changes in technology, the audience and the industry, the continuity of the art form comes to
the foreground.”
(Rick Carter Academy Award–winning production designer of Avatar and Lincoln 2014-08-25)

"This illuminating study of design in film examines the evolution of an often-overlooked role and the
chemistry of knowledge, skill, and collaboration required to create visually compelling cinema."
(Rosemarie Knopka Librarian & Archivist, Art Directors Guild 2014-09-09)

About the Author

LUCY FISCHER is a Distinguished Professor of English and Film Studies at the University of Pittsburgh.
She is the author or editor of nine books, including Body Double: The Author Incarnate in the Cinema
(Rutgers University Press) and Teaching Film.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Art Direction and Production Design (Behind the
Silver Screen Series) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Art Direction and Production Design (Behind
the Silver Screen Series) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book Art Direction and Production Design (Behind the Silver Screen Series). You
never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Carol Hughes:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Art Direction
and Production Design (Behind the Silver Screen Series) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Art Direction and Production Design (Behind the
Silver Screen Series)is a single of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world on this book.



Kathryn Richardson:

This Art Direction and Production Design (Behind the Silver Screen Series) is great reserve for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Art Direction and Production Design (Behind the Silver Screen Series) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer
you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Lynette Cavanaugh:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Art Direction and Production Design (Behind the
Silver Screen Series) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Art Direction and Production Design (Behind the Silver Screen Series).
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