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Anthropocentrism and Its Discontents is the first-ever comprehensive
examination of views of animals in the history of Western philosophy, from
Homeric Greece to the twentieth century.

In recent decades, increased interest in this area has been accompanied by
scholars’ willingness to conceive of animal experience in terms of human mental
capacities: consciousness, self-awareness, intention, deliberation, and in some
instances, at least limited moral agency.  This conception has been facilitated by
a shift from behavioral to cognitive ethology (the science of animal behavior),
and by attempts to affirm the essential similarities between the psychophysical
makeup of human beings and animals.

Gary Steiner sketches the terms of the current debates about animals and relates
these to their historical antecedents, focusing on both the dominant
anthropocentric voices and those recurring voices that instead assert a
fundamental kinship relation between human beings and animals.  He concludes
with a discussion of the problem of balancing the need to recognize a human
indebtedness to animals and the natural world with the need to preserve a sense
of the uniqueness and dignity of the human individual.
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history of Western philosophy, from Homeric Greece to the twentieth century.

In recent decades, increased interest in this area has been accompanied by scholars’ willingness to conceive
of animal experience in terms of human mental capacities: consciousness, self-awareness, intention,
deliberation, and in some instances, at least limited moral agency.  This conception has been facilitated by a
shift from behavioral to cognitive ethology (the science of animal behavior), and by attempts to affirm the
essential similarities between the psychophysical makeup of human beings and animals.

Gary Steiner sketches the terms of the current debates about animals and relates these to their historical
antecedents, focusing on both the dominant anthropocentric voices and those recurring voices that instead
assert a fundamental kinship relation between human beings and animals.  He concludes with a discussion of
the problem of balancing the need to recognize a human indebtedness to animals and the natural world with
the need to preserve a sense of the uniqueness and dignity of the human individual.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Steiner’s work is a rigorous and stimulating reappraisal of the long-lasting and often baleful influence of
Greek philosophy on Western attitudes towards animals.”
--New England Classical Journal

“Steiner has provided a needed and lucid account of the history he targets.”
—Journal of the History of Philosophy

“This book will be highly valuable to scholars of animal rights/welfare as a historical overview of this issue,
and an excellent introduction to the history of Western philosophy in general. Highly recommended.”
—Choice

From the Back Cover
"Steiner has written a clear and detailed history of philosophical views of nonhuman animals. His book is
unique because the perspective he brings to the history of Western philosophy is informed by the thought of
Heidegger, Levinas, and Derrida. Both animal rightists and opponents to animal rights can benefit from a
reading of this book."--Daniel A. Dombrowski, Seattle University

"Steiner presents an engaging and most accessible historical review of the moral status of nonhuman animals
in the Western philosophical tradition. This well-researched and clearly written book is a significant
contribution to the ongoing discussion about the moral significance of animal interests, and it will serve as an
important reference work for others working in the area."--Gary L. Francione, Rutgers University School of
Law

"This major and original contribution to the history of anthropocentrism in Western culture fills a long-
standing need for critical and illuminating analyses of the meaning and influence of this concept. Everyone
interested in animal rights and the general field of environmental ethics should own this book for reference
and reading pleasure."--Richard Watson, Washington University in St. Louis

About the Author

Gary Steiner is John Howard Harris Professor of Philosophy at Bucknell University. He is the author of
Animals and the Moral Community: Mental Life, Moral Status, and Kinship, and Descartes as a Moral
Thinker: Christianity, Technology, Nihilism. He is also the translator of Prauss’s Knowing and Doing in
Heidegger’s “Being and Time” and Löwith’s Martin Heidegger and European Nihilism.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vicki Allen:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Anthropocentrism and Its Discontents: The Moral Status of Animals in the
History of Western Philosophy.

Lawanda Beverly:

This Anthropocentrism and Its Discontents: The Moral Status of Animals in the History of Western
Philosophy usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why
of this Anthropocentrism and Its Discontents: The Moral Status of Animals in the History of Western
Philosophy can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Anthropocentrism and Its Discontents: The Moral Status of Animals in the History of
Western Philosophy forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Douglas Dossett:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Anthropocentrism and Its
Discontents: The Moral Status of Animals in the History of Western Philosophy which is obtaining the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Tami Anders:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Anthropocentrism and Its Discontents: The Moral Status of Animals in the History of
Western Philosophy we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative
person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be
doubt to change your life with that book Anthropocentrism and Its Discontents: The Moral Status of Animals



in the History of Western Philosophy. You can more appealing than now.
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