
Alexander the Great

By Demi

Alexander the Great By Demi

Born a prince of Macedonia in 356 BCE, Alexander the Great became one of the
greatest military leaders of all time. He conquered the entire Persian Empire,
defeating King Darius III four times. He invaded India, defeating a seven-foot-
tall Indian king and extending the boundaries of his empire into most of Asia.
Brutal in his drive for power, Alexander maintained supremacy by forcing his
soldiers to marry the foreigners that they conquered. He amassed a huge fortune
by plundering the riches of his enemies and married two foreign princesses, one
of them King Darius III's daughter. By the time of his death at age thirty-two,
Alexander had conquered most of the known ancient Greek world, a remarkable
achievement in only twelve years.

Demi's storytelling skills bring Alexander the Great's exploits to life. Her
splendid illustrations were painted with Chinese inks and gold overlays and with
frames inspired by jewels from the tomb of Philip II of Macedonia at Verghina.
An Author's note describing Demi's research and source material is included.
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Born a prince of Macedonia in 356 BCE, Alexander the Great became one of the greatest military leaders of
all time. He conquered the entire Persian Empire, defeating King Darius III four times. He invaded India,
defeating a seven-foot-tall Indian king and extending the boundaries of his empire into most of Asia. Brutal
in his drive for power, Alexander maintained supremacy by forcing his soldiers to marry the foreigners that
they conquered. He amassed a huge fortune by plundering the riches of his enemies and married two foreign
princesses, one of them King Darius III's daughter. By the time of his death at age thirty-two, Alexander had
conquered most of the known ancient Greek world, a remarkable achievement in only twelve years.

Demi's storytelling skills bring Alexander the Great's exploits to life. Her splendid illustrations were painted
with Chinese inks and gold overlays and with frames inspired by jewels from the tomb of Philip II of
Macedonia at Verghina. An Author's note describing Demi's research and source material is included.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 3-5–Another beautifully illustrated biography by the talented artist. Demi depicts the life of the great
conqueror from his birth in 356 BCE to his death in 323 BCE. Her familiar and detailed style shows a
segment from Alexander's life on every page. Using mixed media, she includes an abundance of red and gold
inks to emphasize her subject's royal heritage. Framed scenes include Alexander as an infant with his
parents, Queen Oympias and King Philip II; his tutoring by Aristotle; and his many battles across Persia,
Asia Minor, and beyond. The text focuses on the facts and general time line of Alexander's life. There is not
a lot of elaboration, but no matter. Students wishing for more depth or a different slant may be interested in
Peter Chrisp's Alexander the Great: Legend of a Warrior King (DK, 2000) or Vicky Shecter's Alexander the
Great Rocks the World (Darby Creek, 2006). Overall, this book is a stunning introduction to one of history's
most-noted figures.Roxanne Burg, Orange County Public Library, CA
© Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
Demi brings her unmistakable style to this pithy biography of the great Macedonian conquerer. Short
paragraphs trace Alexander’s childhood and then his series of increasingly magnificent military campaigns
as he conquered his way from Greece through Persia and into Asia. Readers may wonder a bit about the
disconnect between some of his exploits: after the Greeks rebelled and Alexander “quickly crushed them by
fighting and winning every battle,” a couple pages later he “freed the Greek cities under Persian control.”
While Alexander comes across as a fiercely dominant figure, slaughtering any who opposed him and
destroying cultures left and right, the treatment here favors opulence over bloodshed. The delicately lined
figures, highlighted in red and, of course, gold, float against dreamy watercolor backgrounds, and scenes of
rows upon rows of soldiers lowering their massive spears to attack practically bristle with energy. A
welcome, handsome introduction to history’s most successful general, this picture book concludes with a
dazzling, gilded map that traces the route he slashed through antiquity. Grades 4-7. --Ian Chipman

About the Author
Demi was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and now lives in Yarrow Point, Washington. Demi is the
author and illustrator of more than one hundred children's books, including picture-book biographies. Her
work has received numerous awards and accolades.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
actually Alexander the Great.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Jimmy Putnam:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Alexander the Great, you could
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Dana Martin:

You can get this Alexander the Great by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to
be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Dorothy Alvarez:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Alexander the Great to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book
and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that
the e-book Alexander the Great can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of these time.
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