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When World War II erupted, fifteen-year-old Louis Rubin pedaled his bike down
to the Charleston harbor to see whether a German freighter might have come
there to escape British warships, as had occurred in 1914. Although he went
home disappointed, young Louis never lost his fascination with matters military.

Now one of America’s most esteemed literary scholars, Rubin again turns his
thoughts to history—particularly military history—by sharing his lifelong interest
in the First World War and its aftermath. The Summer the Archduke Died offers
essays, beginning with the outbreak of the Great War in Europe in 1914 and
covering events of subsequent years, that examine historical issues in a fresh
way. These essays take in a panoramic view of German militarism, the American
role in the war, and British and American politics and politicos. They convey the
impact of the war on writers and include a critical review of Theodore
Roosevelt’s life and legacy.

Rubin brings a keen eye for controversy to such matters as the battle of Jutland
and Churchill’s stance on the war with Hitler. In a provocative essay on the New
British Revisionism, he not only debunks recent criticism of Churchill but also
examines the decline of the British class system. In “Ladies of the British
Establishment,” he contrasts the politically notorious Mitford sisters with Violet
Bonham Carter, who used her social position to advance the status of women in
public life.

Ranging from the outbreak of the Great War to “A Certain Day in 1939” when
European peace was shattered once more, Rubin’s lively pieces are rendered with
the literary craftsmanship for which he is renowned. As informative as it is
entertaining, The Summer the Archduke Died will appeal to aficionados of history
and fine writing alike.
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When World War II erupted, fifteen-year-old Louis Rubin pedaled his bike down to the Charleston harbor to
see whether a German freighter might have come there to escape British warships, as had occurred in 1914.
Although he went home disappointed, young Louis never lost his fascination with matters military.

Now one of America’s most esteemed literary scholars, Rubin again turns his thoughts to
history—particularly military history—by sharing his lifelong interest in the First World War and its
aftermath. The Summer the Archduke Died offers essays, beginning with the outbreak of the Great War in
Europe in 1914 and covering events of subsequent years, that examine historical issues in a fresh way. These
essays take in a panoramic view of German militarism, the American role in the war, and British and
American politics and politicos. They convey the impact of the war on writers and include a critical review
of Theodore Roosevelt’s life and legacy.

Rubin brings a keen eye for controversy to such matters as the battle of Jutland and Churchill’s stance on the
war with Hitler. In a provocative essay on the New British Revisionism, he not only debunks recent criticism
of Churchill but also examines the decline of the British class system. In “Ladies of the British
Establishment,” he contrasts the politically notorious Mitford sisters with Violet Bonham Carter, who used
her social position to advance the status of women in public life.

Ranging from the outbreak of the Great War to “A Certain Day in 1939” when European peace was shattered
once more, Rubin’s lively pieces are rendered with the literary craftsmanship for which he is renowned. As
informative as it is entertaining, The Summer the Archduke Died will appeal to aficionados of history and
fine writing alike.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The Summer the Archduke Died: On
Wars and Warriors to read.

Ruben Martin:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge
disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Summer the
Archduke Died: On Wars and Warriors as your daily resource information.

Miranda Durkee:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Summer the Archduke
Died: On Wars and Warriors that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then
how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, it is possible to pick The Summer the Archduke Died: On Wars and Warriors become your own
personal starter.

Harold Fleming:

You can find this The Summer the Archduke Died: On Wars and Warriors by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of



this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.
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