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One of Heidegger's most important works, this text gives a thorough explanation
of what is arguably the most fundamental and abiding theme of his philosophy,
namely the difference between truth as the "unhiddenness of beings" and truth as
the "correctness of propositions". For Heidegger, it was by neglecting the former
primordial concept of truth in favour of the latter derivative concept that Western
philosophy, beginning with Plato himself, took off on its "metaphysical" course
towards the bankruptcy of the present day. This book consists of a lecture course
delivered by Heidegger at the University of Freiburg in 1931-32. The first part is
a detailed analysis of Plato's "Allegory of the Cave" in "The Republic", while the
second part gives an exegesis and interpretation of a central section of Plato's
"Theaetetus". As always with Heidegger's writings on the Greeks, the point of his
interpretative method is to bring to light the original meaning of philosophical
concepts, especially to free up these concepts to their intrinsic power.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Over the past decade, an abundant number of Heidegger's writings have been translated into English. Key
among them are the lectures he delivered both prior to and following the writing of his magnum opus, Being
and Time, which allow us as never before to chart Heidegger's philosophical development. Here are two new
additions to the series. The Essence of Human Freedom, which derives from a set of lectures Heidegger
delivered in 1930 at Freiburg, focuses on human freedom as the leading question of philosophy. Heidegger
contends that this emphasis on freedom enables us to understand philosophy as a "going-after-the-whole"
that is at the same time a "going-to-our-roots." In other words, we must search for the essence of human
freedom in the constant presence of being-in-the-world that precedes and grounds philosophical thinking.
Heidegger plunders Kant's understandings of freedom and Aristotle's theories of metaphysics to establish his
own theory that the understanding of human freedom provides the starting point for philosophy
(metaphysics). One year later, Heidegger turned his gaze on the essence of truth. In a lecture course
delivered at Freiburg in 1931-32, he engaged in a close philosophical reading of Plato's "Allegory of the
Cave" and a section from Plato's Theaetetus. In Plato's allegory, men are shackled and can only see the
shadows cast on the cave's wall by a fire. These shadows are their reality. But when one of them escapes into
the sunlight, he sees that the shadows are not reality but illusion. For Heidegger, this man-who in Plato's
story becomes the model for a philosopher-has had the truth revealed to him. Truth cannot be possessed
merely as correct propositions, as Heidegger argues that the history of philosophy has taught. Rather, he
contends, "the question of the essence of truth as unhiddenness is the question of the history of human
essence." A shorter essay that derives from this lecture can be found in both Basic Writings and in Existence
and Being. These new volumes reveal Heidegger's consummate exegetical and hermeneutical skills, but
given their technical philosophical jargon, they are recommended only for academic or large public libraries.
Henry L. Carrigan Jr., Lancaster, PA
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"It would be difficult to overestimate the importance of these lecture courses for an understanding of the
development of Heidegger's thinking; yet in the very act of illuminating this development, they also throw
new light on many of the most fundamental ideas figuring in 'Being and Time' itself. This book will be
essential reading for anyone looking for the argumentation behind Heidegger's unique conception of human
existence."--Ian Lyne, University of Durham

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terry Palladino:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice



by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Essence of
Truth: On Plato's Cave Allegory and Theaetetus (Athlone Contemporary European Thinkers) book as
beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Bernice Capps:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Essence of Truth: On Plato's
Cave Allegory and Theaetetus (Athlone Contemporary European Thinkers) book because this book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Shelia Sepulveda:

This The Essence of Truth: On Plato's Cave Allegory and Theaetetus (Athlone Contemporary European
Thinkers) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having little digest in reading this The Essence of Truth: On Plato's Cave Allegory and Theaetetus
(Athlone Contemporary European Thinkers) can be the light food for you because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
type for your better life and also knowledge.

Kyle Smallwood:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Essence of Truth: On Plato's Cave
Allegory and Theaetetus (Athlone Contemporary European Thinkers).
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