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The ultimate SR-71 book which profiles the history, development, manufacture,
modification, and active service of all 50 models in the SR-71 program.

At the height of the Cold War in 1964, President Johnson announced a new
aircraft dedicated to strategic reconnaissance. The Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird
spy plane flew more than three-and-a-half times the speed of sound--so fast that
no other aircraft could catch it. Above 80,000 feet, its pilots had to wear full-
pressure flight suits similar to what was used aboard the space shuttle.

Developed by the renowned Lockheed Skunk Works, the SR-71 was an awesome
aircraft in every respect. It was withdrawn from use in 1998, when it was
superseded by satellite technology. Twelve of the thirty-two aircraft were
destroyed in accidents, but none were ever lost to enemy action.

Throughout its thirty-four-year career, the SR-71 was the world's fastest and
highest-flying operational manned aircraft. It set world records for altitude and
speed: an absolute altitude record of 85,069 feet and an absolute speed record of
2,193.2 miles per hour.

The Complete Book of the SR-71 Blackbird covers every aspect of the SR-71's
development, manufacture, modification, and active service from the insider's
perspective of one of its pilots and is lavishly illustrated with more than 400
photos. Former pilot and author Richard Graham also examines each of the fifty
planes that came out the SR-71 program (fifteen A-12s; three YF-12s; and thirty-
two SR-71s) and tells each plane's history, its unique specifications, and where
each currently resides.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Complete Book of the SR-71 Blackbird is impressive with its illustrations and imagery beginning with
the cover and end pages--it fits into the coffee table size category though it is far from unwieldy. Thankfully,
many illustrations are larger than previously published for better understanding. Graham's writing and
intimacy with the SR-71 complement the images, many unseen in previous publications (a favorite is small
icicles dangling from the chines of a Blackbird), wit h his experience and authorship." - Travel for Aircraft

"The Complete Book of the SR-71 Blackbird will become THE reference book on this fantastic aircraft." -
Airsoc.com

"This spectacular book is an absolute 'must have' for all fans of the SR-71 Blackbird or, indeed, the world of
supersonic flight. A veteran pilot on the type, the author has put an immense amount of care into this book
but at no time does he shift the emphasis on to himself. The book is a celebration of American know-how
and the can-do spirit of the US military and I will have to drop my guard here and say that the thing is
awesome from cover to cover." - WarHistoryOnline.com

About the Author

A veteran of fifteen years of assignments within the SR-71 community, Colonel Richard H. Graham is
uniquely qualified to tell the Blackbird's story. Crew member, instructor pilot, chief of the
standardization/evaluation division, Colonel Graham was named SR-71 Squadron Commander, 1st Strategic
Reconnaissance Squadron, in January 1981. A command pilot with more than 4,600 military flying hours, he
has earned military decorations and awards including the Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross with
three oak leaf clusters, Air Medal with eighteen oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal, Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award with "V" device and one oak leaf cluster, Air Force Organizational Excellence
Award, Combat Readiness Medal with one oak leaf cluster, National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces
Expeditionary Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with four service stars, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross
with palm, and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal. Colonel Graham's books on the SR-71 include
SR-71 Revealed: The Inside Story and SR-71 Blackbird: Stories, Tales and Legends. He lives in Plano,
Texas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herman Deans:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Complete Book of the SR-71



Blackbird will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

June Ross:

The book The Complete Book of the SR-71 Blackbird can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book The Complete Book of the SR-71
Blackbird? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Complete
Book of the SR-71 Blackbird has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you.
You can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Cora Snyder:

The book untitled The Complete Book of the SR-71 Blackbird contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so
do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings
you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Tiffany Reyes:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Complete Book of the SR-71 Blackbird
can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?
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