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Historians have long asserted that during and after the Hannibalic War, the
Roman Republic's need to conscript men for long-term military service helped
bring about the demise of Italy's small farms and that the misery of impoverished
citizens then became fuel for the social and political conflagrations of the late
republic. Nathan Rosenstein challenges this claim, showing how Rome
reconciled the needs of war and agriculture throughout the middle republic.

The key, Rosenstein argues, lies in recognizing the critical role of family
formation. By analyzing models of families' needs for agricultural labor over
their life cycles, he shows that families often had a surplus of manpower to meet
the demands of military conscription. Did, then, Roman imperialism play any
role in the social crisis of the later second century B.C.? Rosenstein argues that
Roman warfare had critical demographic consequences that have gone
unrecognized by previous historians: heavy military mortality paradoxically
helped sustain a dramatic increase in the birthrate, ultimately leading to
overpopulation and landlessness.
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Historians have long asserted that during and after the Hannibalic War, the Roman Republic's need to
conscript men for long-term military service helped bring about the demise of Italy's small farms and that the
misery of impoverished citizens then became fuel for the social and political conflagrations of the late
republic. Nathan Rosenstein challenges this claim, showing how Rome reconciled the needs of war and
agriculture throughout the middle republic.

The key, Rosenstein argues, lies in recognizing the critical role of family formation. By analyzing models of
families' needs for agricultural labor over their life cycles, he shows that families often had a surplus of
manpower to meet the demands of military conscription. Did, then, Roman imperialism play any role in the
social crisis of the later second century B.C.? Rosenstein argues that Roman warfare had critical
demographic consequences that have gone unrecognized by previous historians: heavy military mortality
paradoxically helped sustain a dramatic increase in the birthrate, ultimately leading to overpopulation and
landlessness.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Represents a much needed re-evaluation of the impact of Roman warfare on agriculture and the Roman
'peasant class' during the third and second centuries B.C." -- "Journal of Roman Studies"

Review
An important book, packed with big ideas. . . . Challenges many long-held assumptions. . . . A ground-
breaking book, which deserves to be read carefully by anyone who is interested in the history of the middle
Republic.--International Journal of the Classical Tradition|Radical and thought-provoking.--Scholia
Reviews|Contributes greatly to our understanding of one of the more important issues in Republican history.-
-Historian|This is a fine book. Rosenstein brings a welcome new approach to the difficult question of how
war and agriculture, two of the most prevalent practices of the ancient Roman world, interacted. . . .
Salubrious and compelling.--Bryn Mawr Classical Review|Represents a much needed re-evaluation of the
impact of Roman warfare on agriculture and the Roman 'peasant class' during the third and second centuries
B.C.--Journal of Roman Studies|Rosenstein offers a radically new interpretation of the impact of military
service on the peasant economy. Its stimulating insights and sophisticated modelling make this work a major
contribution to the debate on one of the most crucial issues of Roman Republican history.--John Rich,
University of Nottingham|In this important new book, Nathen Rosenstein offers a comprehensive challenge
to the traditional historiographical explanation of the economic and political crisis in the Gracchan era. . . .
Well-written and accessible. . . . [Rome at War: Farms, Families, and Death in the Middle Republic] should
inspire debate and discussion on one of the most important problems in Roman history.--New England
Classical Journal

About the Author
Nathan Rosenstein is professor of history at The Ohio State University. He is author of Imperatores Victi:
Military Defeat and Aristocratic Competition in the Middle and Late Republic and coeditor of War and
Society in the Ancient and Medieval Worlds: Asia, the Mediterranean, Europe, and Mesoamerica.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Rome at War: Farms, Families, and Death
in the Middle Republic (Studies in the History of Greece and Rome) will make you to be smarter. You can
feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or suited book with you?



Jason Dolly:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
sense happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Rome at War:
Farms, Families, and Death in the Middle Republic (Studies in the History of Greece and Rome) is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Mary Grays:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
find the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Rome at War: Farms, Families, and Death in
the Middle Republic (Studies in the History of Greece and Rome) as your daily resource information.

Thomas Taylor:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Rome at War: Farms, Families, and Death
in the Middle Republic (Studies in the History of Greece and Rome) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Rome at War: Farms, Families, and Death in the
Middle Republic (Studies in the History of Greece and Rome).
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