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Critical realism is a philosophy of science that positions itself against the major
alternative philosophies underlying contemporary sociology. This book offers a
general critique of sociology, particularly sociology in the United States, from a
critical realist perspective. It also acts as an introduction to critical realism for
students and scholars of sociology. Written in a lively, accessible style, Douglas
V. Porpora argues that sociology currently operates with deficient accounts of
truth, culture, structure, agency, and causality that are all better served by a
critical realist perspective. This approach argues against the alternative
sociological perspectives, in particular the dominant positivism which privileges
statistical techniques and experimental design over ethnographic and historical
approaches. However, the book also compares critical realism favourably with a
range of other approaches, including poststructuralism, pragmatism,
interpretivism, practice theory, and relational sociology. Numerous sociological
examples are included, and each chapter addresses well-known and current work
in sociology.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Critical realism is hard to categorize. It appears to be a philosophy of science, which Porpora thinks
sociology should adopt ... Sociologists should abandon the vision of 'value neutrality' and instead proudly
proclaim themselves as engaged and trying to transform the world. Summing up: recommended. Upper-
division undergraduates and above."
Y. R. Magrass, Choice

About the Author
Douglas V. Porpora is a Professor of Sociology at Drexel University, Philadelphia. His previous publications
include Post-Ethical Society: The Iraq War, Abu Ghraib, and the Moral Failure of the Secular (2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diane Dean:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Reconstructing Sociology: The
Critical Realist Approach book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Kimberly Kiser:

The reserve untitled Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist
Approach from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Annette Carroll:

This Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach is great e-book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach in your hand like having the world in your



arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout
ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt this?

Jennifer Wadsworth:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
also you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Reconstructing Sociology:
The Critical Realist Approach.
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