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Messianic Hopes and Mystical Visions tells the story of the Nurbakhshiya, an
Islamic messianic movement that originated in fifteenth-century central Asia and
Iran and survives to the present in Pakistan and India. In the first full-length
study of the sect, Shahzad Bashir illumines the significance of messianism as an
Islamic religious paradigm and illustrates its centrality to any discussion of
Islamic sectarianism. By tracing Nurbakhshi activity in the Middle East and
central and southern Asia through more than five centuries, Bashir brings to view
the continuities and disruptions within Islamic civilization across regions and
over time. Bashir effectively captures the way Nurbakhshis have understood and
debated the meaning of their tradition in various geographical and temporal
contexts. Bashir provides a detailed biography of the movement's founder,
Muhammad Nurbakhsh (d. 1464). Born to a Twelver Shi'i family, Nurbakhsh
declared himself the mahdi, or the Muslim messiah, as an adept of the Kubravi
Sufi order under the influence of the teachings of the great Sufi master Ibn al-
'Arabi (d. 1240). Nurbakhsh's religious worldview, which Bashir treats in depth
in this volume, offers a
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
From the Preface:

"As with the history of other messianic movements, that of the Nurbakhshya encapsulates the generation,
unfolding, and preservation of hope in a resplendent future stemming from faith in a person seen as the
bearer of an extraordinary universal mission. In the Islamic context, the eventual root of such a faith is the
idea that the divine being designates living persons to call humanity to his true will. The Muslim messiah
demands to be accepted as the spokesman of God’s wishes in the manner of earlier divinely appointed
prophets. Nu-rbakhsh clearly saw himself as a part of the elect group of humanity chosen by God to
represent him, and his followers have continued to believe in this idea in more or less attenuated forms to the
present day."

About the Author
SHAHZAD BASHIR is an assistant professor of religion at Carleton College in Northfield, Minnesota. Born
in Pakistan and educated at Amherst College and Yale University, Bashir now lives in Northfield.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Messianic Hopes and Mystical
Visions: The Nurbakhshiya Between Medieval and Modern Islam (Studies in Comparative Religion
(Hardcover)) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you may pick Messianic Hopes and Mystical Visions: The Nurbakhshiya Between Medieval and
Modern Islam (Studies in Comparative Religion (Hardcover)) become your personal starter.

Lee Henry:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Messianic Hopes and Mystical
Visions: The Nurbakhshiya Between Medieval and Modern Islam (Studies in Comparative Religion
(Hardcover)) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.



Charles Shrader:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Messianic Hopes and Mystical
Visions: The Nurbakhshiya Between Medieval and Modern Islam (Studies in Comparative Religion
(Hardcover)) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Ernestine Pagan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Messianic Hopes and Mystical
Visions: The Nurbakhshiya Between Medieval and Modern Islam (Studies in Comparative Religion
(Hardcover)).
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