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Few recent phenomena have proved as emblematic of our era, and as little
understood, as globalization. Are nation-states being transformed by
globalization into a single globalized economy? Do global cultural forces herald
a postnational millennium? Tying ethnography to structural analysis, Flexible
Citizenship explores such questions with a focus on the links between the cultural
logics of human action and on economic and political processes within the Asia-
Pacific, including the impact of these forces on women and family life.
Explaining how intensified travel, communications, and mass media have created
a transnational Chinese public, Aihwa Ong argues that previous studies have
mistakenly viewed transnationality as necessarily detrimental to the nation-state
and have ignored individual agency in the large-scale flow of people, images, and
cultural forces across borders. She describes how political upheavals and global
markets have induced Asian investors, in particular, to blend strategies of
migration and of capital accumulation and how these transnational subjects have
come to symbolize both the fluidity of capital and the tension between national
and personal identities. Refuting claims about the end of the nation-state and
about “the clash of civilizations,” Ong presents a clear account of the cultural
logics of globalization and an incisive contribution to the anthropology of Asia-
Pacific modernity and its links to global social change.
This pioneering investigation of transnational cultural forms will appeal to those
in anthropology, globalization studies, postcolonial studies, history, Asian
studies, Marxist theory, and cultural studies.
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Few recent phenomena have proved as emblematic of our era, and as little understood, as globalization. Are
nation-states being transformed by globalization into a single globalized economy? Do global cultural forces
herald a postnational millennium? Tying ethnography to structural analysis, Flexible Citizenship explores
such questions with a focus on the links between the cultural logics of human action and on economic and
political processes within the Asia-Pacific, including the impact of these forces on women and family life.
Explaining how intensified travel, communications, and mass media have created a transnational Chinese
public, Aihwa Ong argues that previous studies have mistakenly viewed transnationality as necessarily
detrimental to the nation-state and have ignored individual agency in the large-scale flow of people, images,
and cultural forces across borders. She describes how political upheavals and global markets have induced
Asian investors, in particular, to blend strategies of migration and of capital accumulation and how these
transnational subjects have come to symbolize both the fluidity of capital and the tension between national
and personal identities. Refuting claims about the end of the nation-state and about “the clash of
civilizations,” Ong presents a clear account of the cultural logics of globalization and an incisive contribution
to the anthropology of Asia-Pacific modernity and its links to global social change.
This pioneering investigation of transnational cultural forms will appeal to those in anthropology,
globalization studies, postcolonial studies, history, Asian studies, Marxist theory, and cultural studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Flexible Citizenship exemplifies the anthropological imagination at its best. In it Ong offers an analysis of
states and citizenship regimes in Asia that is remarkable in its theoretical and empirical breadth. Social
scientists and Asia specialists alike will find the work indispensable, both for its redefinition of analytic
terrain and for the new directions of research it suggests.”—Ashraf Ghani, Johns Hopkins University

“Finally, a unique and insightful examination of transnationalism as practice. There’s no better analysis of
Chinese trading and commercial communities athwart the world market and multiple sovereignties.”—James
C. Scott, Yale University

From the Back Cover
""Flexible Citizenship" exemplifies the anthropological imagination at its best. In it Ong offers an analysis of
states and citizenship regimes in Asia that is remarkable in its theoretical and empirical breadth. Social
scientists and Asia specialists alike will find the work indispensable, both for its redefinition of analytic
terrain and for the new directions of research it suggests."--Ashraf Ghani, Johns Hopkins University

About the Author

Aihwa Ong is Professor of Anthropology at the University of California at Berkeley. She is author and
coeditor of several books, including Spirits of Resistance and Capitalist Discipline: Factory Women in
Malaysia and Ungrounded Empires: The Cultural Politics of Modern Chinese Transnationalism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Lake:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of
Transnationality. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important the book Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Daryl Glover:

This book untitled Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it.



You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Linda Hill:

Often the book Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of
Transnationality is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Brian Hill:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Flexible Citizenship:
The Cultural Logics of Transnationality that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Flexible Citizenship: The
Cultural Logics of Transnationality become your current starter.
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