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Costa Rica, a country of no larger than West Virginia, hosts more than 830
species of birds, more than in all of North Amerian north of Mexico. It may well
be the only country in the world with as many bird species and habitats to be
found in such a small area. Within two hours' drive from San Jose, one can see
quetzals in highland forests, antbirds in lowland forests, or shorebirds and ibises
in mangrove swamps.

This lavishly illustrated book is the most comprehensive treatment of a rich
tropical avifauna ever presented in a single volume suitable for its use in the
field. With is full coverage of waterbirds and migrants as well as resident tropical
species, and its coverage of such topics as plumages, vocalizations, food habits,
nesting, and distribution, it is truly a guide to the birds themselves, not merely a
guide to their identification.

Gary Stiles and Alexander Skutch first set the stage for the birds by briefly
describing the landforms, vegetation, and climates of Costa Rica. For those who
want to take "that second long look" to interpret what they see, the authors
discuss some aspects of evolution, ecology, and behavior of Costa Rican birds,
and report on the costly and courageous conservation efforts the country is
making in face of discouraging odds. The family and species accounts that
follow, covering some 400 pages, make up the bulk of the book, with 52
magnificent color plates illustrating virtually ever species of Costa Rican bird,
migrants as well as residents. There are also practical tips for trips in the field and
descriptions of good birding locations, with specific directions for travel by car,
public transport, and on foot, as well as three maps.

A highly readable, portable encylopedia to the fascinating, ever-surprising birds
of Costa Rica, this book will be welcomed by birders and other naturalists,
professional and amateur ornithologists, ecologists, travelers, and
conservationlists throughout the northern Neotropics.
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Costa Rica, a country of no larger than West Virginia, hosts more than 830 species of birds, more than in all
of North Amerian north of Mexico. It may well be the only country in the world with as many bird species
and habitats to be found in such a small area. Within two hours' drive from San Jose, one can see quetzals in
highland forests, antbirds in lowland forests, or shorebirds and ibises in mangrove swamps.

This lavishly illustrated book is the most comprehensive treatment of a rich tropical avifauna ever presented
in a single volume suitable for its use in the field. With is full coverage of waterbirds and migrants as well as
resident tropical species, and its coverage of such topics as plumages, vocalizations, food habits, nesting, and
distribution, it is truly a guide to the birds themselves, not merely a guide to their identification.

Gary Stiles and Alexander Skutch first set the stage for the birds by briefly describing the landforms,
vegetation, and climates of Costa Rica. For those who want to take "that second long look" to interpret what
they see, the authors discuss some aspects of evolution, ecology, and behavior of Costa Rican birds, and
report on the costly and courageous conservation efforts the country is making in face of discouraging odds.
The family and species accounts that follow, covering some 400 pages, make up the bulk of the book, with
52 magnificent color plates illustrating virtually ever species of Costa Rican bird, migrants as well as
residents. There are also practical tips for trips in the field and descriptions of good birding locations, with
specific directions for travel by car, public transport, and on foot, as well as three maps.

A highly readable, portable encylopedia to the fascinating, ever-surprising birds of Costa Rica, this book will
be welcomed by birders and other naturalists, professional and amateur ornithologists, ecologists, travelers,
and conservationlists throughout the northern Neotropics.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Comstock: Cornell Univ. Pr. Oct. 1989. c.656p. permanent paper. illus. maps. bibliog. index. LC 88-43444.
ISBN 0-8014-2287-6. $65; pap. ISBN 0-8014-9600-4. $35. ref This is a superior field guide to a country
with one of the richest assortments of bird life anywhere. Written and illustrated by top experts, this book has
it all: 52 excellent color plates, detailed species accounts, brief write-ups of 70 birding localities, and
extensive introductory materials, often skimped on in books of this genre, on geography, climate, habitats,
and conservation, accompanied by helpful photographs. Costa Rica has a fine park system and has long been
the most popular Central American country for visiting naturalists. Since the destruction of natural areas in
the Neotropics is finally receiving the publicity it deserves, books such as this are urgently needed. It is the
first Costa Rican bird book since Paul Slud's The Birds of Costa Rica (1964. o.p.), a respected but
unillustrated monograph. A splendid job. Highly recommended.
- Henry T. Armistead, Thomas Jefferson Univ. Lib., Philadelphia
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A superior field guide to a country with one of the richest assortments of bird life anywhere. Written and
illustrated by top experts, this book has it all: 52 excellent color plates, detailed species accounts, brief write-
ups of 70 birding localities, and extensive introductory materials . . . on geography, climate, habitats, and
conservation, accompanied by helpful photographs."?Library Journal

"This book is much more than a field guide to the birds; it is a complete guide to birding in Costa Rica. It is
so much more comprehensive and helpful than other country field guides that it sets a new standard for field
guide utility and comprehensiveness."?Naturalist Review

"An excellent field guide, one that sets the industry standard . . . at least for this reviewer, who has
subsequently compared every bird guide to 'Stiles and Skutch.' . . . The authors are two top experts on neo-
tropical birds in general. . . . Absolutely indispensable for Costa Rica, and very useful for countries which
share Costa Rican avifauna."?British Bulletin of Publications, April 2000

"This long-awaited, much-needed volume may be the best field guide I've ever seen, and it's sure to become
the standard against which all new field guides will be measured. Tehcnically excellent and comprehensive,
it's the kind of book readers will not put down at the end of the day, but will savor in the evenings back at
camp."?Marcy F. Lawton, University of Alabama

From the Back Cover
"This long-awaited, much-needed volume may be the best field guide I've ever seen, and it's sure to become
the standard against which all new field guides will be measured. Tehcnically excellent and comprehensive,
it's the kind of book readers will not put down at the end of the day, but will savor in the evenings back at
camp."--Marcy F. Lawton, University of Alabama

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Joyce Morgan:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read will be A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica.

Jeffrey Gorski:

Beside this A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have A Guide to
the Birds of Costa Rica because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Marvin Murphy:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica or
even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are
helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes A
Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.

Clara Williams:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar
to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and read
it. Beside that the guide A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica can to be your brand new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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